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Doing poetry in church

Life in rhyme

My

AUTHOR'S VIEW

have been done to engage him..

'mawriter. Honest. If you don't everyoneelse) didn't understand
Ibelieve megototheinternetand ~ What dyslexiawas, textbooks were

dothat Googlething Oraskmy outdated and racist, and teachers
mum,sheknows. Most of mylifeis weretaught to ‘teach), in thestrictest
now spent writing, and reading which sense of the word, and not engage. But
isstrangewhenyouthink that at for amoment imagine that they did
schoollhatedreadingand writing I engagedwithme imagine they really
don'tremember being taught toread spoke tome Iwould have told them
things, justbeing told toread things, and that mymother wasastory teller,and
thenwhenIread thembadly! my grandmother wasastory teller.I
remember being told off. would have told them thatIcome

Sometimes whenItellmy friends fromalongline of griotsandIloved
aboutmy experiencesinschoalthey ~ Stories lovedpoetry, Ievenloved
automatically blame the teachers. learning butThad problems engaging,
don't Teachers (and How canpupislke mereach their

full potential?mnot
qualified tolecture
teachersonhowto
teach,andIdon't
understand what
therulesarenow.l
dospendalot of
time going into
schools, but it
seemsthat every

Iwish teachers would have
asked me how [ was really
feeling. I would have opened up. I had
alot to say, but iInstead Iwas silent,
naughty, and bitter

I Benjamin Zephaniah, Professor of Poetry and

Creative Writing at Brunel University, considers why he
struggled with reading at school, and what more might

fewmonths
teachersaregiven
new guidelines (or
targets) fromthe
powersthatbe,
andljust can'tkeep
upwiththem But
howlwished thata
teacher teaching me would

have asked simple questionslike,'So
what would you like toread about?, or
‘What do you want to tell the world?, or
even How are youreally feeling?.I
would have openedup.Ihadalotto
say, but instead Iwas silent,
naughty,and bitter.

Idoknow this. Many of the people
that write tome about their love of
literature, and nearly all the people that
come tomyreadings will tell me that
turned them on to poetry, or they
were turned onby a teacher who
reallyloved poetry. A teacher thatis
full of passion can spread that passion.
When ateacher givesa pupil
something toread and says ‘thisisfor
you, it canmake a great difference.

Knowingjusthowmuchofa
reluctant reader Iwas, Iask onebig
question every time!sit down to write
anovel What wouldThaveliked to
haveread whenIwas young? lam
myresearch WhenIthink of allthe
pressures young people are under

BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH from their peers,themedia, andthe

o

adultsaround
them,Iwant themto
know thatI'm on their side I
want them to know thatItoo found
this world difficult to understand, and
that by reading this you wil
understand more. But it getsbetter.
want them toknow that when you
understand more, and youbeginto
get big ideas of your own, you can
writeabook too. Likeme.I'mawriter. I
didn'thaveagreat startinlife, Ididn't
have a great education, andIdidn't
evenlike school that much, but now
look at me.Ihave ambition. WhenI
growuplwant tobeateacher.

Benjamin Zephaniah is an author
for Collins Big Cat. A new range of
books designed for KS2 children
reading at a KS1 level - Collins Big
Cat Progress - has just been added
to the reading programme. It

provides age-appropriate texts to
build confidence and foster
positive attitudes towards reading.
To find out how Progress could
help struggling readers in your
class, visit collinsbigcat.com for
more details.



